UMSHA Press

) Religions & Health, 2024; 4(1): ----. Doi: 10.32592/jorh.4.1.---

JORH

Journal of Religions & Health

https://aijrh.umsha.ac.ir/

Original Article

Investigating and Analyzing the Impact of Dogs on Human Health
from the Perspective of Medical Bacteriology and Islam

Mitra Salehi?

, Seyed Morteza Mousavi Jajarmi?, Parisa Feyzi2*

1. Vector-borne Diseases Research Center, North Khorasan University of Medical Sciences, Bojnurd, Iran
2. Department of General Courses and Islamic Studies, School of Medicine, North Khorasan University of Medical

Sciences, Bojnurd, Iran

Atticle history:

Received: 08 April 2024
Revised: 19 May 2024
Accepted: 20 July 2024
ePublished: 20 August 2024

*Corresponding author: Parisa Feyzi,
Department of General Courses
and Islamic Studies, School of
Medicine, North Khorasan
University of Medical Sciences,
Bojnurd, Iran

Email: Parisa_feyzi@yahoo.com

Abstract

Background and Objective: One of the animals whose impurity has been
discussed a lot in Islamic jurisprudence is the dog. Most Islamic schools
have accepted dog impurity; nonetheless, there is controversy over the
impurity of dogs, such as their hair, wool, bones, and teeth. On the other
hand, various bacterial diseases can be transmitted to humans through
dogs and cause such diseases as leptospirosis, campylobacter, and
salmonella, which justifies dog impurity in Islam from the point of view of
medical bacteriology.

Materials and Methods: The current study aimed to be compiled in two
parts using a descriptive-analytical method. The first part deals with the
view of religious jurists about dog impurity, and the second tackles the
impact of dogs on human health from medical bacteriology and Islam's
point of view.

Results: According to the science of medical bacteriology and Islam, dogs
have a great effect on pathogenicity in human body through contact with
feces and urine of this animal.

Conclusion: Consistent with the religious traditions about dogs, despite the
fact that dogs are loyal animals and all animal rights must be respected,
their impurity is undeniable, and if there is a ruling on this issue, there are
many reasons and pearls of wisdom in it. Many parasitic diseases in
humans, such as leptospirosis, campylobacter, and salmonella, can be
transmitted to humans through the feces, urine, and saliva of dogs.
Therefore, regarding dog impurity, it is suggested that we pay attention to
religious and health points.
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